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may have reference  to  an actual political upheaval namely the overthrow of the Andhra dynasty and this founding of the Chedi era in 248-49 A.D. by the Abhira Prince Sivadatta  or his son Isvarasena.   Wilson, on the authority of the Skanda Purana which mentions Sudraka as the first of the Andhra brityas assigns him to the 2nd century A. D. Ramila and Somila of a  very ancient date are said to   have written the Sudaraka katha.   The fact that Kalidasa does not include him among the predecessors whom he has mentioned has led scholars to take him as a sucessor of Kalidasa. Macdonell assigns him to the 6th century A. D. Pischel tries to identify the author with Dandin and the view has been discarded by later scholars.
The relationship of the Mricchakatika of Sudraka to the Charudatta of Bhasa,   has  introduced a new phase in the researches about Sudraka's   date.    The Charudatta, as it is, is fragmentary and contains only 4 acts.   The story of the first 4 acts of the Mricchakatika is identical with that of the Charudatta, the other 6 acts of the bigger play being additions to  the story of the shorter one.   It is  held by some and accepted by A. B. Keith, that the four acts of the play CMnidatta, presumably of Bhasa, were incorporated Almost bodily into a bigger play, with six more aets written newly.   The new author passed on the whole work under the name of a king who  had a legendary fame, himself preferring   to remain anonymous.    If tfad Charudatta is granted   to be either the original for, or an integral part of the Mricchakatika, any d ate